
 

Speakers’ Biographies 

Bruce D. Walker 
Dr. Bruce D. Walker is the 
Director of the Ragon Institute of 
MGH, MIT and Harvard, a 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School, a Professor of 
Practice at MIT and a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
Investigator.  In addition to his 
clinical duties as a board certified 
Infectious Disease specialist, his 
research focuses on cellular 
immune responses in chronic viral infections with a 
particular focus on HIV.  He leads an international 
translational clinical and basic science research effort to 
understand how some rare people who are infected with 
HIV, but have never been treated, can fight the virus with 
their immune system.  Dr. Walker is also an Adjunct 
Professor at the Nelson Mandela School of Medicine in 
Durban, South Africa.  There he collaborates with the Doris 
Duke Medical Research Institute at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal and serves as a Principal Investigator in the 
HIV Pathogenesis Program, an initiative to study the 
evolution of the HIV and the immune responses effective in 
controlling this virus, as well as to contribute to training 
African scientists.  He is a member of the Steering 
Committee for the KwaZulu-Natal Research Institute for TB 
and HIV (K-RITH), a 10-year initiative funded by HHMI to 
build a state of the art TB-HIV research facility at the heart of 
these dual epidemics in South Africa.  Dr. Walker is also a 



 

member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
American Society for Clinical Investigation (ASCI), the 
American Association of Physicians (AAP), and the Institute 
of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Douglas S. Kwon 
Dr. Douglas Kwon is a 
physician scientist and 
Director of Clinical 
Operations at the Ragon 
Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard. He has a clinical 
practice in the division of 
Infectious Diseases at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital. The focus of his 

current research is understanding the role of mucosal tissues 
in HIV acquisition and disease progression. His lab is involved 
in developing and applying new technologies to overcome 
the technical barriers that have impeded our understanding 
of mucosal immunity to date. This includes the application of 
novel techniques and functional assays to assess HIV-specific 
immune responses and the microbiome at mucosal sites.  



 

Ingrid T. Katz 
Dr. Ingrid Katz is an Assistant 
Professor in Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School. She 
serves as an Associate Physician 
in the Division of Women's 
Health and the Division of 
Medical Communications, both 
in the Department of Medicine 
at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital, and is a research 
scientist at the Center for Global Health at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. She obtained a B.A. from Amherst College, 
and a Master's in Health Science from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health before pursuing her 
degree in Medicine at University of California at San 
Francisco (graduating AOA). After completing her medical 
training in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases, she 
received a Global Women's Health Fellowship to study HPV 
vaccine uptake among adolescents in Soweto, South Africa. 
Her current research focuses on factors affecting refusal to 
participate in HIV treatment programs among HIV-infected, 
treatment eligible adults presenting for testing. 

She has worked with multiple NGO's and 
multinational organizations including the Population Council, 
UNICEF, and the World Health Organization. Dr. Katz has also 
served as an Editorial Fellow at the New England Journal of 
Medicine, and is a member of the Perspectives working 
group. She has been the recipient of the Harvard Catalyst 
KL2 Medical Research Investigator Training (MeRIT) Award, 
the Harvard Global Health Institute Travel Award, the 



 

Eleanor and Miles Shore Award, the CROI Young Investigator 
Award, the Center for AIDS Prevention Scholar Award, and 
the Burke Global Health Fellowship. She is currently Principal 
Investigator on two NIH-funded projects in South Africa.  

Anthony S. Fauci 
Director, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID)  

Chief, NIAID Laboratory of 
Immunoregulation National 
Institutes of Health, Bethesda, 
Maryland 

Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., is 
director of the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) at the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health, where he oversees an 
extensive research portfolio devoted to preventing, 
diagnosing, and treating infectious and immune-mediated 
diseases.  Dr. Fauci also serves as one of the key advisors to 
the White House and Department of Health and Human 
Services on global AIDS issues, and on initiatives to bolster 
medical and public health preparedness against emerging 
infectious disease threats such as pandemic influenza. He 
was one of the principal architects of the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which has helped 
save millions of lives throughout the developing world. 

Dr. Fauci also is the long-time chief of the NIAID 
Laboratory of Immunoregulation. He has made many 
contributions to basic and clinical research on the 



 

pathogenesis and treatment of immune-mediated and 
infectious diseases. He helped pioneer the field of human 
immunoregulation by making important basic scientific 
observations that underpin the current understanding of the 
regulation of the human immune response. In addition, Dr. 
Fauci is widely recognized for delineating the precise 
mechanisms whereby immunosuppressive agents modulate 
the human immune response. He developed effective 
therapies for formerly fatal inflammatory and immune-
mediated diseases such as polyarteritis nodosa, 
granulomatosis with polyangiitis (formerly Wegener's 
granulomatosis), and lymphomatoid granulomatosis.  

Dr. Fauci has made seminal contributions to the 
understanding of how HIV destroys the body's defenses 
leading to its susceptibility to deadly infections. Further, he 
has been instrumental in developing highly effective 
strategies for the therapy of patients living with HIV/AIDS, as 
well as for a vaccine to prevent HIV infection. He continues 
to devote much of his research time to identifying the nature 
of the immunopathogenic mechanisms of HIV infection and 
the scope of the body's immune responses to HIV. 

Dr. Fauci is a member of the US National Academy of 
Sciences and is the recipient of numerous prestigious awards 
for his scientific and global health accomplishments, 
including the National Medal of Science, the Robert Koch 
Medal, the Mary Woodard Lasker Award for Public Service, 
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  He has been 
awarded 43 honorary doctoral degrees and is the author, 
coauthor, or editor of more than 1,290 scientific 
publications, including several major textbooks. 



 

Carl W. Dieffenbach 
Dr. Carl W. Dieffenbach is the 
Director of the Division of AIDS 
at the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
part of the National Institutes of 
Health. Under his leadership, 
the Division supports a global 
research portfolio to advance 
biological knowledge of 
HIV/AIDS, its related co-

infections, and co-morbidities. With the ultimate goal of 
creating an “AIDS-free Generation,” the Division develops 
and supports the infrastructure and biomedical research 
needed to: 1) halt the spread of HIV through the 
development of an effective vaccine and biomedical 
prevention strategies that are safe and desirable; 2) develop 
novel approaches for the treatment and cure of HIV 
infection; 3) treat and/or prevent co-infections such as 
tuberculosis, and co-morbidities of greatest significance; and 
4) foster partnerships with scientific and community
stakeholders to develop and implement effective 
interventions. Dr. Dieffenbach received his bachelor’s degree 
in biochemistry from the University of Maryland in 1976 and 
his Ph.D. in biophysics from The Johns Hopkins University in 
1984. 



 

Kenneth H. Mayer 
Dr. Kenneth Mayer is a Professor 
at the Harvard Medical School 
and the Harvard T.C. Chan School 
of Public Health, an Attending 
Physician at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center in Boston and 
Director of HIV Prevention 
Research there. He is the founder, 
Co-Chair and Medical Research 
Director of The Fenway Institute, 
the research, training and health policy division of Fenway 
Health, the largest ambulatory facility caring for HIV-infected 
patients in New England. Dr. Mayer has served on the 
national boards of HIVMA, amfAR, GLMA. He is a member of 
the Governing Council of the International AIDS Society, and 
is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of PEPFAR. He is 
one of the Principal Investigators of the NIH-funded Harvard 
HIV/AIDS Clinical Trial Unit, and has led trials in the HPTN, 
HVTN and MTN. He is currently studying how to optimize 
PrEP adherence with support from NIMH. He is the co-
author of more than 700 peer-reviewed publications. He was 
been a Section Editor for Clinical Infectious Diseases, and is 
currently an Associate Editor of AIDS Patient Care and STDs, 
and on the Editorial Boards of AIDS and JIAS. He was the 
editor of three texts related to the impact of AIDS on diverse 
disciplines, as well as “The Social Ecology of Infectious 
Diseases” (Academic Press) and is Associate Editor of The 
Fenway Guide to LGBT Health (ACP Press). He continues to 
teach and mentor medical students, residents, and fellows.  



 

Sharon L. Hillier 
Sharon L. Hillier, Ph.D., is a 
microbiologist whose research has 
focused on understanding both 
the preventive and causative roles 
that certain microorganisms in the 
vagina have with respect to 
genital tract infections, sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs) 
including HIV and pre-term birth, 
and on the evaluation of  topical 

microbicides for prevention of STIs.  At the University of 
Pittsburgh, Dr. Hillier is the Richard Sweet Professor of 
Reproductive Infectious Disease and vice chair for faculty 
affairs in the department of obstetrics, gynecology and 
reproductive sciences. In addition, she holds secondary 
appointments in the department of microbiology and 
molecular genetics.  Dr. Hillier has been recognized twice by 
the American Sexually Transmitted Diseases Association 
(ASTDA) as the recipient of the   ASTDA Achievement Award 
in 1996 and the Thomas Parran Award in 2009. Her 
contributions to women’s health were recognized by her 
peers with the 2007 Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
the Field of Infectious Diseases in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
from the Infectious Diseases Society for Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. She has a strong record of service, as the chair 
of the NIH Office of AIDS Research (OAR) Advisory Council 
from 2010-2103, and is currently on NIH’s AIDS Research 
Advisory Council. She currently serves on the International 
Society for STD Research Foundation Board and on the 
Editorial Board for Sexually Transmitted Diseases.  



 

Raphael J. Landovitz 
Raphael J. Landovitz’s clinical 
research career focuses on 
optimizing the use of HIV 
antiretroviral therapy for both HIV 
treatment and HIV prevention.   

Dr. Landovitz was trained 
at Princeton University and 
Harvard Medical School.  He 
completed post-graduate training 
in internal medicine at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital (1996-1999) and Infectious Diseases 
and HIV Medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and 
Massachusetts General Hospital (1999-2001).  He served as 
Chief Medical Resident at the Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital from 2001-2002.  He served on the faculty of the 
Division of Infectious Diseases at the Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital from 2001-2005, and then as Medical Co-Director of 
the Vietnam CDC-Harvard Medical School AIDS Partnership.  
He is Currently Associate Professor of Medicine in the 
Division of Infectious Diseases at UCLA, Associate Director of 
the UCLA Center for Clinical AIDS Research & Education, and 
Co-Director of the UCLA Center for HIV Identification, 
Prevention, and Treatment Services (CHIPTS).  He is leading 
the NIH/DAIDS funded Phase 2a and Phase 3 studies of long-
acting injectable PrEP using cabotegravir (GSK 1265744). He 
was awarded the John Carey Young Investigator Award by 
the AIDS Clinical Trials Group in 2010. 



 

Kenneth A. Freedberg 
Kenneth A. Freedberg is 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School and 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
(MGH) and Director of the 
Medical Practice Evaluation 
Center at MGH. He also directs 
the Program in Epidemiology and 
Outcomes Research at the 
Harvard University Center for 

AIDS Research and is one of the founding directors of the 
Cost-effectiveness of Preventing AIDS Complications (CEPAC) 
research group. His research focus is on HIV, TB, STDs, as 
well as other chronic diseases including cardiovascular 
disease, substance use disorders, and genomics and 
precision medicine. He utilizes the methods of cost-
effectiveness analysis, clinical epidemiology, and 
implementation science, and has ongoing studies in the 
United States as well as in France, Spain, Estonia, Brazil, 
South Africa, Côte d’Ivoire, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
Mozambique, and India. This NIH-funded research examines 
policies for HIV testing, antiretroviral use, laboratory 
management, PrEP, and HIV/TB co-infection. He has a 
particular interest in informing guidelines in countries and 
regions in both well-resourced and more resource-limited 
settings. 



 

Doug Krakower 
Dr. Doug Krakower is an 
Attending Physician in the 
Division of Infectious Diseases at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center in Boston, Adjunct Faculty 
at the Fenway Institute, and 
Assistant Professor of Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School. His 
research focuses on ways to 
optimize HIV prevention in care 
settings. Currently, he is conducting studies with funding 
from the National Institutes of Health to enhance patient-
provider communication and clinical decision making 
regarding the use of pre-exposure prophylaxis. He is also 
Affiliated Faculty at the Ratelle STD/HIV Prevention Training 
Center of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 
His clinical practice encompasses general infectious diseases 
and HIV treatment and prevention. 



 

Brenda Gati Mirembe 
Dr. Brenda Gati Mirembe is an 
investigator at Makerere University-
John Hopkins University (MU-JHU) 
Research Collaboration in Uganda. 
She is a recognized researcher in field 
of HIV prevention and has been part 
of the research team as medical 
officer and/or study coordinator for 
several microbicide research studies 
since 2005 namely; Cellulose 
Sulphate, MTN001, MTN003 (VOICE), 

MTN003B, MTN020 (ASPIRE) Mirembe’s interests are in 
adolescent and women’s health mainly in STI/HIV prevention 
to include improvement in reproductive health and 
contraception. Dr. Mirembe holds a Bachelor of Medicine 
and Surgery (MBChB) from Makerere University, Uganda and 
a Master’s of Science in Epidemiology (MSc Epi) from 
University of London, UK. 

David Goodman-Meza 
David Goodman-Meza, MD 
received his medical degree 
from Universidad Autónoma de 
Baja California in Tijuana, 
Mexico. He completed a 
Master’s of Advanced Science 
degree program in Clinical 
Research at the University of 
California San Diego and 

subsequently a NIH T32-funded Post-Doc at UCSD’s Division 
of Global Public Health. He went on to complete Internal 



 

Medicine training at Jacobi Medical Center/Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, located in the Bronx, NY and is currently 
an Infectious Diseases fellow at the University of California 
Los Angeles. His current research interest is in biomedical 
prevention of HIV among underserved and substance 
abusing populations. 

Scott Dryden-Peterson 
Scott Dryden-Peterson is 
an Attending Physician in 
Infectious Diseases at 
Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital and a Research 
Associate at the 
Botswana Harvard AIDS 
Institute Partnership and 
the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health.  
His primary focus is directed at the clinical and epidemiologic 
investigation of HIV and its complications in entrenched 
epidemics.  He has conducted research in an African context 
for over 10 years.  His projects include research related to 
the delivery of care to HIV-infected pregnant women in 
Botswana and to improving outcomes for the largely HIV-
uninfected infants born to these women. He is an 
investigator in a large community randomized trial in 
Botswana evaluating the test-and-treat hypothesis to 
extinguish the epidemic. He is co-founder of Botswana 
Oncology Global Outreach (BOTSOGO) and leads a number 
of clinical, translational, and epidemiologic projects 
evaluating the role of HIV in the incidence and outcomes of 
cancer. 



 

Susan Cu-Uvin 
Dr. Susan Cu-Uvin is Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
Medicine at the Alpert School of 
Medicine, Brown University and 
Professor of  Health Services, 
Policy and Practice at the School 
of Public Health .  She is the 
Director of the Brown Global 
Health Initiative.  She is the 
director of the Providence/Boston 

University Center for AIDS Research (CFAR). She chairs the 
Inter CFAR HIV in Women working group. She was the 
Principal Investigator of the Brown/Tufts AIDS International 
Training Research Program (AITRP) which ran for 20 years. 
She was the Director of the Immunology Center at the 
Miriam Hospital, a clinic that serves 1,600 HIV infected 
patients from 1999-2009. She chaired the Women’s Health 
Committee of the Adult AIDS Clinical Trials Group (ACTG) 
from 2003-2006.  She has been NIH funded since 1996 and 
has been the Principal Investigator of several RO1s to assess 
HIV dynamics in the female genital tract. She was a co-
investigator of the CDC funded study to understand the 
natural history of HIV in women (HERS) and the study to 
understand the natural history of HIV and AIDS in the era of 
highly active antiretroviral therapy (SUN). She had a K24 
Mid-Career Investigator Award in Patient Oriented Research 
which allowed her to mentor several junior investigators 
locally as well as internationally.  She is a co-investigator in 
microbicide studies and mucosal immunity in the female 
genital tract. She served on the Institute of Medicine’s 
Committee on Perinatal Transmission of HIV, Committees on 



 

Women’s Health research and HIV Testing and Access to 
Care. She is a member of the Public Health Service Task 
Force/Perinatal Antiretroviral Guidelines Working Group, 
and the NIH advisory committee on HIV related research in 
women and girls. She chairs the HPV Working Group, 
USPHS/IDSA Guidelines for the Prevention and Treatment of 
Opportunistic Infections. She has been a member of several 
NIH review committees and chaired the NIH review on 
research training for junior faculty in Medical Education 
Partnerships Initiative Institutions (MEPI) in Africa. 

Maureen M. Goodenow 
Maureen M. Goodenow, 
Ph.D., is NIH Associate 
Director for AIDS Research 
and Director of the NIH Office 
of AIDS Research (OAR). Dr. 
Goodenow brings more than 
25 years of experience in 
HIV/AIDS research and 
advocacy to the position. She 
joined NIH in July 2016 to 
lead OAR’s initiatives, working closely with the NIH institutes 
and centers, to pursue new tools for preventing HIV 
infection including a vaccine, improved treatments, and 
ultimately, a cure.  

Dr. Goodenow has previously served NIH on multiple 
NIH advisory committees, including the AIDS Research 
Advisory Committee for the Division of AIDS at the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, and the OAR 
advisory committee for the Trans-NIH Plan for HIV-Related 
Research. She also advised a joint program between NIH and 



 

the U.S. Department of State to enhance research between 
U.S. and Russian scientists, and advised the Fogarty 
International Center on programs in India and Kazakhstan.  

Recently, Dr. Goodenow played an important role in 
international AIDS efforts as the Acting Director of the Office 
for Research and Science within the U.S. Department of 
State, Office of the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and Office 
of Global Health Diplomacy. There she oversaw combination 
prevention trials funded by the U.S. President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). She also served from 2012-
2013 as a senior science advisor and Jefferson Science Fellow 
in the Department of State Bureau of East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, Office of Economic Policy.  

Prior to joining OAR, Dr. Goodenow held the position 
of Professor of Pathology, Immunology, and Laboratory 
Medicine at the University of Florida where she held the 
Stephany W. Holloway Endowed University Chair for 
HIV/AIDS Research. Dr. Goodenow received a Ph.D. from the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, was a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Sloan-Kettering Institute, and a visiting scientist 
at the Pasteur Institute. Her research, focused on molecular 
HIV/host cell interactions, will continue at the NIH. 



 

Susan P. Buchbinder 
Dr. Susan Buchbinder is 
the Director of Bridge 
HIV at the San Francisco 
Department of Public 
Health and Clinical 
Professor of Medicine, 
Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at the 
University of California, 
San Francisco. Dr. 
Buchbinder has been 
conducting HIV research for 27 years. Her primary interest is 
in developing, evaluating, and implementing strategies likely 
to have the greatest impact in preventing new HIV 
infections. She focuses on risk factors for HIV acquisition and 
interventions to prevent HIV infection, including HIV 
vaccines, microbicides, pre-exposure prophylaxis, behavioral 
interventions, and combination modalities. Dr. Buchbinder 
serves in leadership positions in the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) sponsored HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) 
and HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN), and has 
participated in numerous NIH and UCSF advisory 
committees. She is one of the founding members of the 
“Getting to Zero” consortium in San Francisco. In its fourth 
year, the consortium is expanding several key initiatives, 
including a citywide PrEP program, RAPID (same-day) 
initiation of ART, retention programs for people living with 
HIV, and strategies to address HIV stigma in the community. 
Dr. Buchbinder is an attending physician at San Francisco 
General Hospital's General Medical Clinic. She also mentors 
students, residents, and fellows in UCSF's Advanced Training 



 

in Clinical Research Program and through the mentorship 
program at UCSF's Center for AIDS Research. Dr. Buchbinder 
is a graduate of Brown University, UCSF Medical School, and 
the Primary Care Internal Medicine Residency at San 
Francisco General Hospital.   

Conall M. O’Cleirigh 
Dr. Conall O’Cleirigh is 
the Director of 
Behavioral Medicine at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital. He is also the 
Associate Director of the 
Division of Global 
Psychiatry’s T32 
Fellowship and is the 
Associate Director of the 

Behavioral and Social Sciences Core of the Harvard 
University Center for AIDS Research.  He is an Assistant 
Professor of Psychology (Psychiatry) at the Harvard Medical 
School. Within behavioral medicine, Dr. O'Cleirigh's research 
is primarily focused on adapting cognitive behavioral therapy 
for application to issues related to HIV prevention and 
treatment, and in managing co-occurring mental health 
substance use issues in patients managing HIV. Dr. O'Cleirigh 
works closely with MGH fellows and a team in South Africa 
on establishing the feasibility and acceptability of empirically 
supported treatments for depression and treatment 
adherence for application with HIV positive South Africans. 
He is also conducting an efficacy trial addressing self-
acceptance and related mental health issues in gay and 
bisexual men at sexual risk for HIV in India. Dr. O'Cleirigh has 



 

published multiple journal articles in the fields of depression, 
trauma, HIV and substance abuse and is currently a principal 
investigator of five NIH awards.  

Dr. O’Cleirigh received his PhD in Clinical Psychology 
from the University of Miami and completed his 
postdoctoral fellowship in Behavioral Medicine in the 
Psychiatry Department at Massachusetts General 
Hospital/Harvard Medical School. 

Kevin Cranston 
Kevin Cranston, MDiv is 
Assistant Commissioner of the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health (MDPH) and 
Director of the MDPH Bureau of 
Infectious Disease and 
Laboratory Sciences.  Kevin 
previously served as the Director 
of the MDPH HIV/AIDS Bureau 
and was HIV/AIDS Program 
Director at the Massachusetts Department of Education.  
Prior to government work, Kevin was an adolescent HIV 
prevention specialist at The Children's Hospital, Boston. He is 
past Chair of the National Alliance of State and Territorial 
AIDS Directors (NASTAD) and served as a technical advisor to 
national, state, and provincial AIDS control programs in 
Nigeria, Brazil, and South Africa. Kevin earned his Master of 
Divinity degree at Harvard University.  Kevin serves as a 
member of the Massachusetts Special Legislative 
Commission on LGBT Aging and as a member of the 
Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA). 



Bisola O. Ojikutu 
Bisola Ojikutu MD, MPH is 
an Assistant Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School (HMS) and an 
Associate Physician within 
the Division of Global Health 
Equity at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital. She also 
holds a joint appointment 
within the Infectious Disease 

Division at Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Ojikutu has 
dedicated her career to rectifying disparities experienced by 
people living with or at risk for HIV, domestically and 
internationally. Her recent research explores the impact of 
structural factors and social determinants of health (e.g. 
crime, poverty, discrimination, immigration policy) on HIV 
transmission, clinical outcomes, and barriers to accessing 
care.  Much of her work has focused on racial and ethnic 
disparities in HIV care and treatment. To that end, she is co-
editor of a comprehensive textbook, has lectured widely, 
and has served as Principal Investigator and Clinical Advisor 
to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) funded 
grants on that topic. Internationally, Dr. Ojikutu has worked 
throughout sub Saharan Africa developing and evaluating 
models of care for people living with HIV. As a Senior Advisor 
at John Snow Research and Training Institute, she has led 
large USAID-funded HIV service implementation projects 
focused on expansion of HIV treatment. At HMS, she is co-
Principal Investigator of the Doris Duke International Clinical 
Research Fellowship for Medical Students. She is also the 



 

former Director of the Office of International Programs 
within the Division of AIDS at Harvard Medical School.  

Hyman Scott 
Hyman Scott, MD, MPH is the 
Clinical Research Medical 
Director at Bridge HIV in the 
San Francisco Department of 
Public Health (SFDPH) and an 
Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Medicine at the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF). 
He received his MD from Yale 
School of Medicine; and 
completed his Internal Medicine residency, Chief Residency, 
Infectious Disease fellowship, and post-doctoral research 
training in the Traineeship for AIDS Prevention Studies at 
UCSF.   

Dr. Scott has a particular interest in the 
epidemiology of HIV-related racial/ethnic disparities among 
men who have sex with men (MSM), and interventions to 
reduce these disparities. Dr. Scott currently has a NIMH K23 
award to develop and test a mobile app-based combination 
HIV intervention of home HIV self-testing, STI self-collection, 
and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) uptake among young 
Black and Latino MSM in the San Francisco Bay Area. At 
Bridge HIV, he also provides leadership and scientific 
expertise to develop HIV prevention interventions focused 
on MSM, and leads implementation of the HIV Prevention 
Trials Network (HPTN) and HIV Vaccine Trials Network 
(HVTN) studies. He is also a clinician at the Positive Health 
Program (Ward 86) at Zuckerberg San Francisco General 



 

Hospital, providing care for patients living with HIV and 
leading the newly established PrEP Clinic. 

Abigail Batchelder 
Abigail Batchelder, Ph.D., 
M.P.H. is a Clinical and 
Research Postdoctoral Fellow 
at Massachusetts General 
Hospital (MGH)/Harvard 
Medical School and part of 
the Behavioral Sciences 
Research Program at the 
Fenway Institute. She 
obtained a Master’s in Public 

Health from Columbia University, focused on sociomedical 
science research. She obtained a Ph.D. in clinical psychology 
(with health focus) from Yeshiva University, working closely 
with colleagues at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the 
Bronx, where she focused on elucidating barriers to self-care 
among people living with HIV and substance use disorders. 
She completed her clinical internship at the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF) and one year of a T32 
postdoctoral fellowship at UCSF’s Osher Center for 
Integrative Medicine, where she focused on intervention 
development, before transitioning to Behavioral Medicine at 
MGH. Her current research focuses on understanding and 
reducing psychosocial barriers to HIV treatment and 
prevention, including stigma and shame, among underserved 
people grappling with co-occurring physical and 
psychological problems or syndemics (e.g., HIV, substance 
abuse, trauma, and distress).  



 

Boris D. Juelg 
Dr. Boris Juelg, MD is an 
assistant in Medicine at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital (MGH) and an 
Instructor in Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School (HMS). 
He is interested in monoclonal 
antibodies against HIV for 
prophylactic and therapeutic 
interventions, translating 
findings from the non-human primate model into early 
phase studies in humans.  

Dan Barouch 
Dan Barouch, M.D., Ph.D., is 
director of the Center for 
Virology and Vaccine Research 
at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center.  He is also a 
professor of medicine at 
Harvard Medical School.  In 
addition, he is a key part of 
the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation Collaboration for 
AIDS Vaccine Discovery, the 
National Institutes of Health 
Center for HIV/AIDS Vaccine Immunology and Immunogen 
Discovery, and the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT, and 
Harvard. 

Dr. Barouch received his Ph.D. in immunology from Oxford 
University and his M.D. from Harvard Medical School.  



 

His laboratory focuses on studying the immunology 
and virology of HIV-1 infection and developing novel vaccine 
strategies.  His laboratory has explored a series of novel 
vaccine technologies, including adjuvanted DNA vaccines, 
poxvirus vectors, and alternative serotype adenovirus 
vectors in both preclinical and clinical studies.  In particular, 
he has advanced a series of novel adenovirus vector-based 
HIV-1 vaccine candidates from concept and design to 
preclinical testing to phase 1 clinical trials that are currently 
underway in both the U.S. and sub-Saharan Africa. 

Dr. Barouch is board certified in internal medicine and 
infectious diseases, and he is committed to mentoring 
students, clinical fellows, research fellows, and junior faculty 
and to providing clinical care to patients with infectious 
diseases. 

Galit Alter 
Dr. Galit Alter received 
her PhD in 
experimental medicine 
from McGill University, 
and is currently an 
Associate Professor in 
Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School and a 
faculty member at the 
Ragon Institute of 

MGH, MIT, and Harvard. Her research interests lie at the 
intersection of the innate immune response and the 
adaptive humoral immune response, with a focus on 
defining the role of innate immune recruiting antibodies in 
providing specificity to the innate immune system to kill 
virally infected cells. In this capacity, Dr. Alter has developed 



 

a suite of antibody profiling assays that aim at gaining a 
deeper appreciation of the correlates of humoral immune 
activity against HIV and beyond.  

William Schief 
Dr. William Schief is a 
Professor in the Immunology 
and Microbial Science 
Department at The Scripps 
Research Institute in La Jolla, 
CA, Director for Vaccine Design 
at the International AIDS 
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), and an 
Associate Member of the 
Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT 
and Harvard. He is also a founder and board member of 
CompuVax, Inc., a startup biotech company focused on 
vaccine design.  

William received a B.S. in Applied Mathematics from 
Yale University and a Ph.D. in Physics from the University of 
Washington. Dr. Schief’s work focuses on computation-
guided and structure-based design of immunogens and 
immunization regimens, with the goal of inducing broadly 
neutralizing antibodies against HIV and other pathogens that 
have frustrated traditional vaccine design strategies. 



 

Kathryn E. Stephenson 
Dr. Kathryn Stephenson is a 
physician-scientist at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center (BIDMC) in the 
Center for Virology and 
Vaccine Research (CVVR) 
and the Division of 
Infectious Diseases. She is 
also an Assistant Professor 
of Medicine at Harvard 

Medical School. She completed her medical training at New 
York University School of Medicine, her Internal Medicine 
training at Columbia University Medical Center, and her 
Infectious Diseases training at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital combined 
fellowship program. She has a Master’s in Public Health from 
Columbia University, and she completed her postdoctoral 
training in HIV immunology and vaccine research in the 
laboratory of Dan H. Barouch at CVVR. The goal of her 
research is to develop novel preventive and therapeutic 
approaches to HIV and other emerging infectious diseases. 
She is a translational investigator with expertise in HIV 
immunology, novel vaccine vector and immunogen design, 
and First-In-Human, Phase 1, clinical trials. 



 

Johannes F. Scheid 
During medical school at the 
Charité Universiy, Berlin, 
Johannes F. Scheid decided 
to pursue a Ph.D. at The 
Rockefeller University. His 
Ph.D. was based on the 
observation that some HIV 
patients develop very 
potent serum activity 
against HIV and he 
discovered the molecular composition of this activity. The 
Ph.D. was awarded the 2012 Harold Weintraub award. After 
completing medical school and his Ph.D., he worked on the 
clinical testing of HIV antibodies as an Instructor in Clinical 
Investigation at The Rockefeller University and now is 
continuing his clinical training at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. 

Jon Steichen 
Dr. Jon Steichen received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Biochemistry from the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison in 2006. He finished 
his Ph.D. at the University of 
California, San Diego in the 
laboratory of Dr. Susan S. 
Taylor in 2012 and since then 
Dr. Steichen has been doing 
HIV vaccine design in the laboratory of Dr. William R. Schief 
at The Scripps Research Institute. 



 

Daniel R. Kuritzkes 
Dr. Daniel Kuritzkes is Professor 
of Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School and Chief of the Division 
of Infectious Diseases at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston, Massachusetts.  He 
received his B.S. and M.S. 
degrees from Yale University 
and his M.D. from Harvard 
Medical School.  Dr. Kuritzkes 

has published extensively on antiretroviral therapy and drug 
resistance in HIV-1 infection.  He has chaired several 
multicenter studies of HIV therapy and currently serves as 
Principal Investigator and Chair of the AIDS Clinical Trials 
Group.  He is a member of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services panel on guidelines for antiretroviral 
therapy and the NIH Office of AIDS Research Advisory 
Council, and previously served as Chair of the HIV Medicine 
Association Board of Directors.  He has been a member of 
several editorial boards and serves an Associate Editor of the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases.  His research interests focus 
on antiretroviral therapy, drug resistance, and HIV 
eradication.   



 

Athe M. Tsibris 
Dr. Athe Tsibris is a physician 
scientist who runs a molecular 
virology lab, designs and 
participates in clinical trials at 
the local and national level, and 
remains clinically active. He 
contributes to the Harvard CFAR 
as the Associate Director of the 
Clinical Core. In the lab we study 
the fundamental biology and 
dynamics of HIV reservoirs in 
blood and tissue. We use these insights to expand our 
understanding of HIV-1 and HIV-2 persistence and design 
and test novel strategies to eliminate latently HIV-infected 
cells. We focus our efforts on four main projects: 1) studies 
of the relationship between HIV reservoirs in blood and 
tissue, specifically the human female reproductive tract, 2) 
investigating the effect of sex hormones on HIV reservoir 
dynamics, 3) post-transcriptional barriers to HIV reservoir 
reactivation and 4) developing novel combination strategies 
to eradicate the HIV reservoir. 



 

John W. Mellors 
John W. Mellors, M.D., is a 
tenured Professor of 
Medicine, Chief of Infectious 
Diseases and the Endowed 
Chair for Global Elimination of 
HIV and AIDS at the University 
Of Pittsburgh School Of 
Medicine. He is also the 
Executive Director of the HIV 
Program at the University of 

Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC), which provides 
comprehensive primary care and access to clinical trials for 
HIV-infected individuals. Dr. Mellors' research focuses on the 
mechanisms of HIV drug resistance, on the use of 
antiretrovirals to prevent HIV-1 infection, and on persistent 
reservoirs of HIV-1 resistance to nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase inhibitors and non-nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase inhibitors, the role of low frequency drug-
resistant HIV-1 variants in failure of antiretroviral therapy, 
and the source of persistent viremia in patients on 
"successful" antiretroviral therapy. His clinical research 
efforts helped establish the relationship between viremia 
and clinical outcome in HIV-1 infection and between drug 
resistance and treatment response in antiretroviral-
experienced patients. Dr. Mellors directs the virology cores 
for the AIDS Clinical Trials Group and the Microbiocide Trials 
Network. He is an elected member of the Association of 
American Professors. 



 

Mathias D. Lichterfeld 
Dr. Mathias Lichterfeld is 
an Infectious Disease 
physician at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital and 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. His 
main research interests 
include studies related to 
persisting viral reservoirs, 
to antiviral immune 
defense mechanisms and to clinical studies aiming at HIV 
eradication and cure.  

James B. Whitney 
Dr. James Whitney's 
expertise is molecular 
virology, viral dynamics, 
and pre-clinical 
therapeutic 
development using 
non-human primate 
models.  His current 
research is focused on 
intra-host virus 
dynamics, and evolution of Zika virus and SIV as they pertain 
to viral persistence on potent antiretroviral therapy. 
Towards this end, he has established primate models (for SIV 
and Zika virus) to examine both sexual transmission, and 
viral persistence on intensified antiretroviral therapy. Dr. 
Whitney has recently published on the early seeding and 
genesis of the SIV viral reservoir and discovery of a novel 



 

class of safe, orally deliverable and potent, viral latency 
reversing agents (TLR agonists). His current work focuses on 
delineating the nature and maintenance of reservoirs, 
expanding on his prior work.  

Deborah Persaud 
Deborah Persaud, M.D. is 
professor of Pediatrics at 
the Johns Hopkins 
University School of 
Medicine. She is renowned 
for her work on HIV latency 
in pediatric populations. Dr. 
Persaud is the Chair for the 
HIV Cure Scientific 
Committee for the 

International Maternal Pediatric Adolescent AIDS Clinical 
Trials (IMPAACT) Network that is involved in the 
development of clinical trials towards HIV remission and cure 
for pediatric populations. Dr. Persaud and her colleagues, Dr. 
Hanna Gay of the University of Mississippi Medical Center, 
and Dr. Katherine Luzuriaga of the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, announced the first case of 
HIV remission in a perinatally infected infant in 2013.   



 

Guinevere Q. Lee 
Dr. Guin Lee is a 
postdoctoral research 
fellow at the Ragon 
Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  Her 
passion is unrevealing 
genetic diversity of RNA 
viruses.  She received her 
PhD in HIV deep 
sequencing for use in clinical genotypic inferences of drug 
resistance and viral tropism from the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver, Canada.  Currently, she is indulging 
her every day in genotyping and characterizing HIV 
proviruses to learn more about the latent viral reservoir.  
When not in the lab, Guin enjoys scuba diving, traveling, 
creating music and audio processing.   

So-Yon Lim 
Dr. So-Yon Lim is a Staff 
Scientist in the Whitney 
laboratory and her work 
focuses on novel strategies to 
eradicate viral reservoirs that 
built on “shock and kill” 
approaches using potent viral 
latency reversing agents 
(TLR7 agonists) at the Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center. She has received her B.S. from Ewha women’s 
university, Korea in 1994, and her Ph.D. from Indiana State 



 

University in 2005. Dr. Lim’s research interests also include 
host genetics conferring resistance or susceptibility to HIV 
infection and its contribution to the eradication of latent 
HIV.  

John Bui 
John Bui is a 4th Year M.D. 
candidate at the University Of 
Pittsburgh School Of Medicine. 
He received two years of 
funding as a Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute (HHMI) 
Medical Research Fellow to 
study HIV persistence 
mechanisms and strategies to 
eliminate HIV-infected cells 

under the mentorship of John W. Mellors, M.D. John Bui has 
produced two first-author publications and is pursuing a 
career as a physician-scientist with a subspecialization in 
infectious diseases. 

Deborah L. Birx 
U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator & 
U.S. Special Representative for 
Global Health Diplomacy  

Term of Appointment: 
04/04/2014 to present 

Ambassador-at-Large, Deborah 
L. Birx, M.D., is the Coordinator 
of the United States 
Government Activities to 



 

Combat HIV/AIDS and U.S. Special Representative for Global 
Health diplomacy. Ambassador Birx is a world-renowned 
medical expert and leader in the field of HIV/AIDS. Her 
three-decade-long career has focused on HIV/AIDS 
immunology, vaccine research, and global health. As the U.S. 
Global AIDS Coordinator, Ambassador Birx oversees the 
implementation of the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the largest commitment by any nation 
to combat a single disease in history, as well as all U.S. 
government engagement with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria. Serving as the U.S. Special 
Representative for Global Health Diplomacy, she aligns the 
U.S. government’s diplomacy with foreign assistance 
programs that address global health challenges and 
accelerate progress toward: achieving an AIDS-free 
generation; ending preventable child and maternal deaths; 
and preventing, detecting, and responding to infectious 
disease threats.  

In 1985, Ambassador Birx began her career with the 
Department of Defense (DoD) as a military-trained clinician 
in immunology, focusing on HIV/AIDS vaccine research. From 
1985-1989, she served as an Assistant Chief of the Hospital 
Immunology Service at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
Through her professionalism and leadership in the field, she 
progressed to serve as the Director of the U.S. Military HIV 
Research Program (USMHRP) at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research from 1996-2005. Ambassador Birx 
helped lead one of the most influential HIV vaccine trials in 
history (known as RV 144 or the Thai trial), which provided 
the first supporting evidence of any vaccine’s potential 
effectiveness in preventing HIV infection. During this time, 



 

she also rose to the rank of Colonel, bringing together the 
Navy, Army, and Air Force in a new model of cooperation - 
increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of the U.S. 
Military’s HIV/AIDS efforts through inter- and intra-agency 
collaboration. Then known as Colonel Birx, she was awarded 
two prestigious U.S. Meritorious Service Medals and the 
Legion of Merit Award for her groundbreaking research, 
leadership, and management skills during her tenure at DOD. 

From 2005-2014, Ambassador Birx served 
successfully as the Director of CDC's Division of Global 
HIV/AIDS (DGHA), which is part of the agency’s Center for 
Global Health. As DGHA Director, she utilized her leadership 
ability, superior technical skills, and infectious passion to 
achieve tremendous public health impact. She successfully 
led the implementation of CDC’s PEPFAR programs around 
the world and managed an annual budget of more than $1.5 
billion. Ambassador Birx was responsible for all of the 
agency's global HIV/AIDS activities, including providing 
oversight to more than 400 staff at headquarters, over 1,500 
staff in the field, and more than 45 country and regional 
offices in Africa, Asia, Caribbean, and Latin America. 
Recognized for her distinguished and dedicated commitment 
to building local capacity and strengthening quality 
laboratory health services and systems in Africa, in 2011, 
Ambassador Birx received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the African Society for Laboratory Medicine. In 2014, 
CDC honored her leadership in advancing the agency’s 
HIV/AIDS response with the highly prestigious William C. 
Watson, Jr. Medal of Excellence.  

Ambassador Birx has published over 220 
manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals, authored nearly a 



 

dozen chapters in scientific publications, as well as 
developed and patented vaccines. She received her medical 
degree from the Hershey School of Medicine, Pennsylvania 
State University, and beginning in 1980 she trained in 
internal medicine and basic and clinical immunology at the 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the National 
Institutes of Health. Ambassador Birx is board certified in 
internal medicine, allergy and immunology, and diagnostic 
and clinical laboratory immunology. 

Wifi and Social Media Information 

Free Wifi available at the Conference Center can be accessed 
by conference attendees: 

Network: HMS Guest 
Password: No password is required. Open a browser and 
accept the terms in order to gain access. 

Find each other on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: 

#20thCFARnationalmeeting 
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